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were still unable to grasp everything, then without a doubt He informed them later, after His
Resurrection, when for 40 more days He stayed on earth and had long conversations with the Apostles.

But, as to what He talked about then, even though He said much very little of that is written in
Sacred Scripture because the Apostles did not get any order to write down everything but only had the
command to teach — “Going out, teach. . .” The Apostles put very little in writing but they informed the
faithful of many things but only verbally.

Tradition, therefore, deserves our respect no less than Sacred Scripture, in the same way it
contains the Word of God pure and not falsified. Without tradition our faith would be disabled, crippled
because everything that Christ the Savior taught and prescribed for man’s salvation is not found in
Sacred Scripture.

Someone has said that tradition is the live word of God and that basing ourselves on the written
and the spoken Word of God, we recognize what is an article of faith and in what we must believe.
However, those who base their belief only on Sacred Scripture can be compared to a person who stands
before a treasure chest but he doesn’t have the key to open it.

The 20" century is widely acclaimed as the century of progress. In what? In material things! No
sensible person will deny this. Deep thinkers call our attention to another great progress, not in a noble
and honorable direction but in the relationship of people to God and to faith. It is progress in the neglect
of God, progress in people’s indifference to faith and progress in the disregard of God’s commands.

All of this causes a weakening of Christian morality in one’s private life, in family life, in the life
of society, of the nation and of the world. It is as if man didn’t have eyes so that he couldn’t see the evil
which had become entangled in the minds, hearts and souls of modern people and is the result of that
progress of negligence, indifference and the disregard of the Creator.

How many times do we hear from the lips of Christians, from the lips of Catholics who should
know better, who deny all meaning to faith and the rules of faith, and openly maintain that in general,
one can believe or not believe; that one can have this faith or that one; that it is not necessary to fulfill
all of the rules faith for even without that one can live honestly.

There are many people who conform their lives to these principles. They excuse themselves
from fasting for fasting ruins or harms their health; they don’t say any prayers because they don’t want
to bore God; they go to Church, the most once or twice a year on Christmas and Easter. They don’t need
confession because they haven’t killed anyone nor have they robbed anyone.

Finally, they explain to you that they have their mind, their will, they are a free people and
therefore they know what to do as though a person who is a believer and practices his faith had neither
intelligence, nor free will, nor any freedom. They forget that faith is an act of the intellect dependent on
free will; and this act of the intellect and this free decision of the will is, from one side, a gift of God Who
induces the heart to believe in that which He deigns to reveal to peopled, and from another side, it is an
act of virtue by which man willingly accepts as truth that which God reveals.
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Thus, an act of faith is made up of two factors mainly grace from the side of God, and from the
side of man, free cooperation with it.

What leads to indifference to faith and to the loss of faith? There are various reasons. On the
first place | put: The neglect of one’s religious duties. We must always remember that faith is not the
result of long and deep studies. | admit that with the help of rational proofs and through the study of
philosophy and theology one can deepen his faith, strengthen it, more perfectly value it and love it more
sincerely. But no book and no argument will give you the faith that is united with the full surrender of
self to God because faith is not the fruit of our personal recognition but, | repeat it is the grace of God.

The Spanish philosopher Balmes clearly states this: “I| sometimes happened to find myself in the
company of the learned, who, it seemed to me, had penetrated, just as | did, into the truth of the proofs
of the Catholic faith and yet they didn’t believe. Why? Because they didn’t have the grace of faith.” They
were missing the one condition which the Apostle judges as a fundamental base: “To pray unceasingly”
for it is prayer that obtains for us the grace of faith.

Therefore, how long you fulfill your religious duties, how well you pray and keep Sundays holy,
how you listen to the Word of God, how willingly you receive the Blessed Sacrament these are the ways
by which you close the road to coldness and the loss of faith for “your Father in heaven gives a good
spirit to those who ask Him.”

It is even worse if, to the neglect of religious duties, one also adds, as it so often happens, a
depraved life. A Catholic who does not want to improve begins to take apart the truths of faith and to
explain to himself the commands and prohibitions of faith according to his own pleasure.

Thus a drunk claims that he must drink because this is what his health and heavy work demands.
Besides he’s paying for his drink with his own money.

Those who break the sixth commandment justify what they do with the excuse that everybody
is doing this; this is already the custom in this day and age.

A thief or a swindler insists that God made a mistake when He gave the command: “Thou shalt
not steal.” It should be, “Thou shalt not steal from the poor, but you can steal from the rich.”

First they doubt all of the truths of our faith and finally they throw everything out and deny
everything. Such a person wants to live in peace. Faith tells him of God'’s justice, of punishments, of pain,
of weeping and the gnashing of teeth. These truths of faith burn just like a wound burns that hasn’t
healed. Therefore, he tries to knock these truths of faith out of his head and he knocks them out by
abandoning his faith. They don’t believe in anything, just as Christ admonished us, “Everyone who does
evil, despises the light does not walk in the light so that his actions would not be criticized.”

Another source of indifference and the loss of faith is pride, self-conceitedness; St. Peter wrote
these significant words: “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.” And without this grace of
God, a person can neither obtain faith nor can he hold on to faith. Furthermore, the conceited fellow
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and the presumptuous fellow, in their emptiness they throw away from themselves the grace of faith,
even though God extends to them this grace.

Faith unconditionally demands that man submit his intellect so that he humbly receives the
revelation of God even then when man’s intellect cannot understand nor grasp certain truths. A proud
person at first doubts the mysteries, he throws such away, and later he throws everything away.

In this 20" century, a century of education and progress, we have many in the Catholic Church,
actually too many such Catholics who are enlightened, progressive and liberal, who do not believe in
that which they cannot understand. They maintain that the faith which the Catholic Church teaches
degrades the intellect.

There are many, very many mysteries in nature which cannot be explained and cannot be
understood. Nevertheless, when some scholar clarifies these mysterious matters and explains them, we
believe him. And that does not belittle the human intellect.

However, when our Infallible God, Who is pure Truth, demands that people have faith in the
truths of God, than people rebel and refuse obedience to their Creator under the pretext that faith in
the mysteries of God offends the human mind and belittles that mind.

Such an argument is empty, funny, naive and worthless. One of the most famous researchers of
nature is undoubtedly Alexander Volta, the discoverer of electricity; he wrote: “I examined arguments
that were against and in defense of faith in books of opponents and defenders of the faith. There | found
proofs that were most convincing, that make faith in the eyes of natural intelligence so completely
credible, that every healthy intellect that has not been seduced by transgressions and passions, finds it
impossible to not receive this faith and to love it.”

The third source of indifference in faith and the loss of faith is the reading of evil books,
magazines and brochures. Godless writings, in whatever form is poison for faith and morality. Heresies,
splintering, religious wars, the blood-thirsty French revolution all of these and many others were caused
by Godless writings.

If these things happened in the past when printed matter was not so wide-spread and relatively
a very small per cent of the population knew how to read, what can be said of our present times when
everyone is reading something.

“Oh, how happy | would be, if | could believe” said a certain young fellow who was training to be
a lawyer, to a certain Catholic writer. “Why can’t you believe?” the writer asked. “Because | read too
many thing” was the reply. He wanted to say by that that he had already read too many anti-religious
books and newspapers.

In his own time, the atheist Voltaire had the slogan: “Lie as much as you can, something from
that will always catch on.”
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As regards the modern anti-religious and godless press, one can say that which the prophet
Zachary once said: “This is a curse which comes out on the face of the entire earth.”

In 1937, a young criminal who was sentenced to life-long imprisonment, wrote: “I don’t know
whether Gutenberg, the discoverer of print, uncovered a gift of God or whether he was in the service of
Satan. | became a criminal by reading evil books. | totally believed in him who wrote godless books.
However, | became convinced on my own skin that one doesn’t go far without any religion — the furthest
is to prison.

I am convinced that | never would have found myself behind bars if it weren’t for this evil press.
Now | see that everything that happened to me, together with a weakening of my faith, is all that | read
in the daily papers and in various scrawls.

| used to be a happy, satisfied and respected laborer but, when one of my friends gave me a few
books to read he ruined my happiness.

About five years ago, an American philosopher wrote that and the press, fascinated by the
nonsense of that mind distorted by self-conceitedness, repeated his atheistic statements characterized
by a fathomless hatred of God and fait h. This was his cry — ‘Man, you are the god of the world. Steam
and electricity listens to you. All of nature is subject to you, so why should you bow before some kind of
God whom you do not see? You have such a beautiful land — why do you need heaven? You have such
an advanced civilization — why to you need religion? You have a liberal state — why do you need a
church? You have such watchful police — why do you need the clergy? You have the laws and the daily
papers — why do you need the gospels? You have salons, theaters and factories — why to you need
churches? You have the speeches in the Senate, in Congress, in clubs — why do you need homilies? You
have money — why do you need the grace of God? You have questions of politics, of industry, of
education — why should you care about some kind of religious reveries? You have a world that is so
splendid and rich in means to be used — so why should you care about some kind of eternity which
doesn’t even exist?"”

This is a specimen of printed propaganda which weakens faith and usually ends up with a loss of
fait h. Let me make one observation; an observation of great importance yet one that is too often
disregarded. During our times, knowledge has spread out its wings as never before. Everyone reads and
everyone is learning.

Every branch of learning has its worshippers, admirers and partisans. There are some who are
ready to dedicate their health and their life in order to prove that knowledge with tests that are very
often very dangerous — in the air, on the sea and under water. In this ardent, endless and greedy chase,
one lesson is not only ignored and disregarded, but secretly and publicly it is overcome and despised
from which comes the temporal and eternal happiness of man, the teaching about God and the teaching
of faith.

Modern upbringing in modern families does not at all better the situation. Religion does not
have a suitable place and the respect due to it. Religious indifference is growing. Holy pictures, the
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crucifix and holy water fonts are all being removed from the walls of the house. Let me add this yet, and
| am repeating this after a Catholic bishop: “From our schools today, it is very difficult to carry out a
deeper knowledge of religious truths, and it’s even more difficult to carry out a love for a pious life.” At
this moment | don’t feel like commenting on this sad situation.

And what can be said about those children who attend public schools, or of the young people
who are being educated in institutes of higher learning in which from the professor’s chair are heard
cynical, scoffing and atheistic words in referring to God and faith. Perhaps this does not reinforce or
strengthen faith in the souls of young people.

Cardinal Dubois, the Archbishop of Paris, on one occasion sadly admitted that in Paris almost
30% of the people are not baptized. Having been asked to whom this paganizing of Paris is attributed, he
answered that the responsibility belongs to the undenominational school and to civil vows.

The fourth source of the weakening and loss of faith is evil companionship, evil people. Are you
not familiar with that old Polish saying: “You become like those with whom you keep company.”

Whether we want to or not, we live in circumstances which demand that we meet with people
of various beliefs and with people of no faith. Unfortunately, also with those who are Catholic in name
only and with those who fulfill their duties in a negligent and cold way, or they have already completely
given them up and cast them aside.

Whether you work in a factory, in an office or a store, it doesn’t matter where you will always
come across such and you will get to know and befriend such a person. Be on the alert for on his first
good chance, he will begin to confuse you.

Maybe he will not attack you directly at the moment, but he will ask whether you attend church.
If you tell him that you do, then he’ll push further: “But why? — In order to pray.”

“Ha” he says, “l too, once believed, | went to church and | prayed but not today.” “Why not?” “If
God is everywhere, then He is also at home. If anyone wants to rattle off prayers, let them rattle them
off privately at home; furthermore, women may need prayers and prayers may be of use to children, but
how does prayer help a man? And what does the church give you? | already read several times that the
priests created God, introduced fasts and prayers, organized confession and threaten people with hell
because they want to rule over people and they want to keep a tight hand over the people.”

Don’t explain to me that you have never met such perverse people and have never heard such
objections, because | have quoted this word for word from a letter that was written to me after my
second talk in November. From that letter, from those dead figures on it, there radiated a feverish
hatred for God and an aversion to faith.

If a person must work with such people and associate with them; if one must often listen to such
erroneous, angry reasoning, then who can guess how long he will keep the faith?
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Just as God uses people to accomplish good things, so does the evil spirit use people to perform
evil, perverse actions offending God the Creator and destroying happiness and peace.

Remember that faith is a gift of God, it is a grace from God; guard that faith, be on your guard,
live that faith. That means make your life correspond to that faith. Never forget that without faith, it is
impossible to please God.
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January 9, 1955
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

The mail brings me many of letters not only during those six months during which | speak to you
but also during that summer break. Those letters come from all kinds of people, from good people, from
people who are indifferent people and from angry people; from people who are believers and from
people who are non-believers; from Catholics and from members of various sects.

Some of the letters accuse me of being too severe; others insist that | am too indulgent; in the
eyes of young people, | am an old fashioned and backward person; in the eyes of older people, | am too
progressive and too liberal.

However, such accusations and others that are similar to these do not encourage me to further
work, nor do they in any way throw me off-balance. On the other hand, they serve as an incentive to
greater effort not to drop the pen out of my hand, but through a quiet prayer and meditation, to perfect
these radio talks so that they would bring forth the desired fruit, namely that they would awaken in
these listeners the recognition and value of the dignity of man, the value of leading a noble life and to
draw people closer to God, to that good God from Whom they had consciously or unconsciously broken
away. Today, they are hiding from that God either from anxiety or fear and obstinately and persistently
they shun their Creator and Lord Who is the God of Love and Goodness.

However, are they satisfied with such a life? Are they peaceful? Are they happy? In many letters,
people involuntarily bare their souls in which a helplessness and an uneasiness bordering on despair are
reflected. Here is an example.

A 30 year old ex-convict writes: “From the time that | served my punishment for theft, that is
four years ago, | have been a regular listener of the Rosary Hour, but | am not a true believer. True, |
have been baptized and | made my First Holy Communion but nothing more.

There were three of us boys in the family. Our mother was a pious, believing woman. Our father
called her a devotee and a bigot. Even though we lived very near to a Catholic School, our father did not
allow us to attend there, he said that there they talk too much about God and they teach children to
rattle off their prayers. This is not needed here in America because there is no poverty here and there is
sufficient bread.

We used to say our prayers furtively. He forbad us to go to church. When our mother protested,
he fell into a fit of anger, pounded with his fists on the table, cursed and called her the worst names.
Sometimes he would call out — ‘America is a free country. Nobody can force me to go to church — nor my
children. Neither the church, nor prayer nor faith will give you a loaf of bread. Sunday is supposed to be
a day of rest. Let those children stay at home.’

Our father’s entire faith was centered on that bottle and whiskey glass. We were very poor at
home because he drank whatever he earned. Our mother had to go to work and we lived like animals.
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| was 16 when our mother died. The doctor verified the fact that she died of overwork and
worry. Now we really were doing whatever pleased us, whatever we wanted to do. Three years later,
our father became insane due to his constant drinking. He soon died in an insane asylum.

For us a miserable life began which had a sad ending — a reformatory and prison. Today, | do not
even know where my brothers are. | don’t believe, because my father stole my faith.”

From that letter to today’s talk entitled:
HOW EASY IT IS TO LOSE ONE’S FAITH

The catechism gives us this definition of faith: “Faith is that virtue which God pours into our
heart which causes us to acknowledge as infallible truth everything that God has revealed and through
His Church has given us to believe.”

It was of such faith and only of such faith that St. Augustine spoke: “If we do not live in faith
here, then we will not reach the place where we would be able to look at God.”

To believe in general means to accept and acknowledge as truth that which others say because
he says it. In reality, all of human life revolves around faith to that degree that one can boldly say that
faith is the axis of a man’s life.

A child believes his parents; a student believes the teachers; a sick person believes the doctor.
Some DP who spent several years in a concentration camp tells you about the brutality of the
executioners there, about their being very brutal towards them and how they tormented the prisoners
and you, even though you weren’t there and you didn’t see these horrors, you believe him.

Another wrote about the country in which he had spent several years in exile where snow
always covered the ground and daylight lasted for just a few hours. People believe him and consider
what he says as truth even though they themselves had never seen these things.

The history of the world tells us about the history of nations whether it is about the wisdom of
the Greeks or the riches of the Romans; we read about the power and the fall of states, of the migration
of nations and we take and hold all of that as the truth and therefore we believe.

Faith and knowledge are not one and the same thing. There is a difference between them. Faith
means one thing knowledge is something else.

The philosopher says — “This person has knowledge, he knows about some things which he sees,
touches or in general is convinced of it by the help of his senses or also recognizes by his use of his mind
and intellect.”

But that person believes who on the strength of another who is reasonable and truthful or
because of the Lord God Himself recognizes as truth that which he can’t or doesn’t want to accept with
his mind.
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The fact that there is a sun you know because you see it with your eyes. That there is a city of
Madrid you believe even though you have never seen the city but your son who had spent several
months there during World War Il told you about it.

You must want to understand that faith is neither a supposition nor an opinion because both a
supposition and an opinion does not exclude uncertainties or doubts. Faith excludes both the one and
the other.

Faith is a certain, fixed deep conviction dependent upon the talk or testimony of another. This
does not refer to faith in people because people can deliberately or accidentally lead us into error.

| am referring to divine faith namely about that faith which is based on the testimony of God,
the Creator. Such faith excludes all uncertainty because God is eternal and infallible truth. Religious faith
is a virtue because a Christian firmly, continually and constantly gives testimony of his disposition as a
believer in his speech and his actions. It is a virtue because that faith permanently lives in the heart of a
Christian ennobling it, directing his thoughts, his feelings and his behavior. In a word it makes of him a
faithful servant of God.

The theologian teaches us — “No priest, no sermon, no book can give us faith.” In a word, there
is nothing created that can give man faith. This virtue can only be given to us by God. Scripture clearly
confirms this when it reminds everyone: “You have been redeemed by grace through faith and this is
not of yourselves it is a gift of God.”

The Lord God must send us teachers to teach us the truths of our faith, but that is not enough.
In addition to that, God must enlighten our mind and mover our will so that we would recognize these
truths of God as truth and accept them into our heart.

If we would only depend upon our own efforts, we would never have arrived at faith even
though somebody would have presented and explained the truths of faith or even if we would read
religious books and writings. We would be lacking the enlightenment to be able to accept as truth that
which we had heard or read. We would also be lacking the good will to show these truths in our actions.

We have an outstanding example in St. Augustine. Before he converted he knew Sacred
Scripture through and through, yet he continued to belong to a heretical sect. He used to go to listen to
the homilies of St. Ambrose and he wept from emotion upon hearing about the eloquent proofs of the
authenticity of the Christian faith, of the needs and the advantages of believing, yet despite all of this he
did not abandon heresy. He admits that it was the tears and prayers of his mother, St. Monica, who
obtained for him the grace of faith.

The fact that we have faith, we attribute to the grace of the good God. Our Savior teaches us
this very clearly when He says: “No one can come to Me” meaning “No one can believe in Me unless My
Father Who sent Me draws him.”

To the Prince of the Apostles, when he declared his faith in Christ as the Son of God, Jesus said,
“Body and blood did not reveal that to you, but My Father did Who is in the Heavens.”
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Since Sacred Scripture often reminds us that the first essential condition for salvation is faith,
without which it is impossible to please God, it remains very clear that God in His goodness and mercy
grants everyone the grace of faith; that means that He enlightens the mind and admonishes their will
with the help of conscience, to keep the natural law.

If man closes his eyes to these first lights and closes his soul to these first callings of grace and
does not listen to his conscience, then he can only blame himself that God is not giving him further
graces and allows this person to persist in error and lack of faith.

With such a person, things happen like they ordinarily happen with a drunkard. If a drunkard
does not want to avoid the occasions of abusing drink, if that bottle and whiskey glass are dearer to him
than his wife and children, if he seeks companions who are walking distilleries; or what is worse, if he
maintains privately and publicly and even praises himself that he must drink, that he can’t break away
from the habit of drinking, then the Lord God leaves him to his own strength that is already terribly
impaired by drunkenness and this drunk falls from the street into the gutter, and from the gutter into
the flowing canal.

However, if the drunk has a sincere will to improve, and he determines to avoid the company of
drunks, and to use appropriate means, then there is no doubt that even if he would sink deeply into the
mud, God will help him to rise from his addiction.

Something similar to this happens with faith. If a person who still doesn’t have faith, but he has
good will, and sincerely tries to do that which is good, and to avoid that which he has become convinced
is bad, then the Provident God will undoubtedly lead him to faith, just like that miraculous star led the
three Magi to the stable in Bethlehem where He had been born.

Faith demands that we believe in everything that God revealed whether we understand it or
not. Faith demands that we make an offering of our mind to God.

A person must keep silent, he must humbly listen when God, Who is eternal and infallible truth
speaks. At this moment, some would like to ask: “You are not speaking wrongly, but how can | know
what kind of truths God has revealed to us? God doesn’t reveal His teachings to every person
individually, that means directly and to each one as to what he is to believe and do.”

And this is true. God uses other means. God commanded His rightful teachers to present the
truths that were revealed to the people. Who are these teachers? They are the successors of the
Apostles to whom the Savior gave such a solemn command as “Go, therefore and teach all nations,
teaching them to observe everything that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you for all the
days until the end of the world.”

The lawful successors of the Apostles are the Pope and the Bishops. The Catholic Church is, as it
were, the lips of Christ, through which the Savior speaks to us. Therefore, logically, when we believe the
Church, we believe God. The Church does not create new articles of Faith, but preserves, hands down
and explains those articles which were entrusted to it by Christ the Lord. And this is no novelty. The
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Fathers of the Church were of such conviction from the very beginnings of Christianity. St. Irenaeus
writes: “One must seek the truth nowhere else but in the Church, for it is in the Church which is like a
treasury that the Apostles deposited all of the truths.”

The Church historian Origins affirms: “The Church having been enlightened by Christ, now alone
enlightens the entire world.” Therefore, we have the obligation that we must believe in everything that
the Church teaches. This is what Christ Our Savior demands when He said to the Apostles: “Who listens
to you, listens to Me, and who despises you, despises Me. And who despises Me, despises the One Who
sent Me.”

Faith is a treasure, it is a virtue, it is a grace that is rarely properly appreciated. The Church
draws this faith in Christ which it gives us from two sources; these sources are Sacred Scripture and
Tradition or what was given orally. The fact that Sacred Scripture contains only the Word of God this not
only Catholics believe, but also dissenters. Here | allow myself to make a certain observation: “The
Catholic Church does not forbid the reading of Sacred Scripture, as certain people insist; on the contrary
it encourages the reading of such but forbids the private, personal interpretation of that reading.”

A certain preacher explains this saying — “It is a very dangerous thing to give a child a knife that
he should use to cut himself a piece of bread, for he can easily cut himself.” In a similar way with Sacred
Scripture which contains the Bread of God. It can be explained only by those who stand above others in
regard to consciousness. An inexperienced person can be easily scandalized reading Sacred Scripture, for
it talks of sins with which many are not familiar. Because such a person clings to the very letter,
therefore that which was to be food for his faith easily can be used towards his loss.

Already St. Augustine wrote: “If you want to recognize the true meaning of Sacred Scripture, you
must understand it the way the Church explains it.”

Another source of divine teaching, the teaching of the Catholic Church and therefore of the
Catholic faith is Tradition, or the verbal passing on of that which the Apostles taught, but did not write
down and which was everlastingly kept in the Church.

Paul the Apostle in a letter to Timothy clearly writes: “What you have heard from me through
many witnesses, now give to faithful people who will be able to teach others.” In a letter to the
Thessalonians, he reminds them: “Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold on to the traditions that you
were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”

Once more | repeat after St. Augustine: “Whatever is kept in the Church universally, must be
considered as truth, as coming from the Apostles who taught many things about which Sacred Scripture
knows nothing and mentions nothing.” St. John Chrysostom confirms this when he writes: “It is clear that
the Apostles left everything in writing, but they also left many without writing them down, and we must
also believe in those things.”

At the Last Supper, Jesus spoke near the end saying: “I still have much to tell you, but you are
now unable to hear it.” Whatever it was that the Savior was unable to tell them at that time, for they




